1

There Is a Living God

“It 1s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.” Hebrews 10:31

The apostle having, in the foregoing part of this epistle,
been exalting Christ above Moses, and gospel worship above
the Mosaic, and having thereupon been pressing them to faith
in Christ and a constancy in the profession of the gospel, he
proceeds by way of motive to show them the danger of aposta-
sy and of contempt of the gospel from the heinous nature of the
sin and the severity of the punishment due thereunto, and that
of all sinners God would be most severe in judging apostates.
And, having done this, he winds up his arguments with an ele-
gant expression that puts a great emphasis upon what he had
been urging in this matter, and that in the words of our text: “It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

In the words before the text the apostle gives us a distinct
account of God’s dealing with man under the law and under
the gospel, and the difference between the one and the other in
verses 28 and 29: “He that despised Moses’ law died without
mercy. . .: of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he
be thought worthy who hath trodden underfoot the Son of
God, and hath accounted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto
the Spirit of grace?” Here the sin of apostasy is set out as the
highest offence against the gospel imaginable; and as the of-
fence 1s, so also is the punishment; for here is the greatest pun-
ishment threatened against it. The offence is described in three
particulars—treading underfoot the Son of God, accounting
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the blood of the covenant an unholy thing, and doing despite
to the Spirit of grace. The punishment threatened is not posi-
tively expressed, but comparatively described; and the compar-
1ison 1s between the punishment of sins under the law of Moses
and the law of Christ; and as sins against the law of Christ are
greater than sins against the law of Moses, so is the punish-
ment. The punishment for the breach of Moses’ law was cor-
poral, but the punishment for the breach of Christ’s law is spir-
itual and eternal. He who broke Moses’ law fell into the hands
of a dying man and suffered a temporal death; but the offence
against the gospel brings a man to fall into the hands of the liv-
ing God, and so brings him under eternal death. And this he
calls a much sorer punishment because the hands of a living
God are infinitely heavier than the hand of a dying man. So
that the words of the text are brought in by way of inference
from what goes before. It is as if the apostle had said, “Seeing
matters stand thus, that gospel sins are such great sins, there-
fore let a man look to it; let him take heed to himself and con-
sider what he does when he neglects Christ, and slights the
tenders of gospel grace, for it is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.”

In these words, there are three parts.

1. A description of God with respect to the present case.
He 1s the living God.

2. The event of their sin with respect to this living God,
that is, falling into His hands.

3. The nature of it in general: the apostle tells you it is a
fearful thing.

There are several observations deducible from the words.

DOCTRINE. There is a living God.

This living God 1s a God of justice and powerful venge-
ance, for that is meant by His hands.

All such as neglect and despise the gospel shall fall into the
hands of this living God.



