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The Doctrines Stated 
 

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
Him, and delivereth them.” Psalm 34:7 

 
  

We may say of this psalm as one of the Ancients speaks of 

the whole Bible. The more often a man reads it the more 
sweetness shall he find in it. There is a singular excellency in it 
both as to matter and manner of composure. It is an acrostic or 
an alphabetical psalm. In the original every verse (except the 
last one) begins with a new letter according to the order of the 

Hebrew alphabet, which made it the easier to be remembered. 
The author, time, and occasion of its being penned we see in 
the title. It was penned by David when he changed his behav-
ior before Abimelech. The history of that matter is recorded in 
1 Samuel 21:10–15. He in Samuel is called by the name of 

Abimelech. That (it seems) was a common name to all the 
kings of the Philistines, as Pharoah was to the kings of Egypt 
and as Caesar is to the Roman emperors. David being perse-
cuted by Saul flees for safety to Abimelech, that is to Achish, 
the king of Gath. But when he came there, he found himself to 

be in extreme danger. It was quickly known who he was. And 
Gath being the town of Goliath, whom David had slain, he fell 
into the hands of Goliath’s kinsfolk, and there he heard them 
repeat the very words that had been sung in praise of his victo-
ry over Goliath; so that he was in a most hazardous condition 

and now he changed his behavior. The Hebrew word for be-
havior signifies discretion. Men are known what they are by 
their behavior, whether they are wise or foolish. David feigned 



2                     The Ministry of Angels 

himself a mope, or a mad man, a thing very unbecoming for 
either a wise man or a good man to do. Nevertheless, God was 
graciously pleased to overlook these infirmities and to wonder-

fully deliver His servant. The means of this deliverance is noted 
in this text and context. 

1. Prayer unto God was a means thereof. David himself 
prayed. At that time he could not make any prayer more than 
ejaculatory such as Jehoshaphat in great distress did. He lifted 

up his heart and the cries of his soul came before God. Thus in 
the fourth verse, “I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and 
delivered me from all my fears.” And in the sixth verse, “This 
poor man cried and the Lord heard him and saved him out of 
all his troubles.” And not only did David himself cry unto the 

Lord, but he had many godly friends who, knowing where he 
was, prayed earnestly for him, verse 5. They looked unto him 
and were lightened. David’s godly friends looked up to heaven 
on his behalf and God was pleased to answer them, to their 
great lightening and consolation. 

2. Another means of his deliverance is mentioned in the 
words before us, which are expressive of the benefit David re-
ceived by the ministry of holy angels. God commands His an-
gels to encamp round about His servants and to deliver them. 
A man who has enemies, if there is an army round him, may, 

notwithstanding his dangers, be delivered. Thus it was with 
David and thus it is with all who truly fear God. There is a 
host, an army about them. One angel is able to defend many 
against their enemies. Yet such is the care of God concerning, 
and such His love towards His children that He appoints many 

angels, on occasion no less than a host, enough to make a 
game, to save one servant of His. 

There are then two doctrines before us. 
DOCTRINE 1. The great God has an army of holy angels 

at His disposal. 


